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The plunging cf the horses, the fiend

ith laughter, grvans and calling of "Joel
Jur grew r and more demoniac,
till, maddened with horror, by a apr

I himn e5ort 1 Cun the ikferual thing,
' wtterr it w, from me, heard it

strike with the proverbial doll thud l ilv n

I ill !
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Does the Great Annual Clear-

ance Sale at Nelsox, Matter &
I il

m Co.'s prove such a drawing card
to tho intelligent buyers of this

city and state?
to!

i Hp it i P

as The people know a good thing when

they see it. There lias never been a
time in the history of the furniture bus-

iness in this city when such bargains
have been offered. In the matter of
Bedroom Suites, Parlor Suites and Hall
Furniture, the sale is particularly rich.
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put myself ea roori as ths'maa that
saw Jake Etarpa ghost; bat what I did
see a&i tear the night 1 slept in that
old bam well. Its goia te tell yon
about it.

I Lad bea to B and was returning
somswhat lats. The niht wm dark
and slaiieas, and th faint fLu&e cf
LxhtEing which began ia the west kept
iocrMeing in frequency and brilliancy
bvhiud ins till, just as the eld ULarp
gabies loonred up truui the blackneu be- -

fcrs me, the storm I had been appre-
hending lurtt spun me like the opening
of a waUrspoat.

Never before had I se?n such a down-
fall The rain descended in one solid
sheet, and the earth feiriy khoolc with
the continuous ruil of the thunder. The
lightning was fierce and vivid.

Under the circumstances there was
nothing to do bat to take shelter, for a
time at leaot, in the old barn; and you
can easily imiine with what a creepy
senatiun 1 heard the rickety doors creak
go thoir rusty hinges as 1 swung thorn
cpen and got my team as quickly as
possible under the leaky cover.

Striking a match just to get my bear-

ings, I unfitted the horses and supplied
them with hay, of which there was a
quantity in one of the mows; and then
lighting ray pii, that incomparable
solace of the solitary, I began to take
stock of my surroundings.

The 6 term showing no sign of abate-
ment, the thunder crashes following
each other in quick succession, and the
lightning playing vividly through the
chinks and broken shingles, I began
with as much stoicism as 1 could assume
making preparations for my prenent
comfort.

Selecting a dry spot In the haymow,
I removed some of my wet outer gar-
ments, and with the aid of horse blan-
kets succeeded in improvising a tolerable
bed; bat not, I assure you, with the re-
motest idea cf sleep.

Nevertheless, in an hour or so, the
thunder and lightning having almost
died away, although the rain still came
down in torrents; worn out with fatigue
and soothed by the odor of the hay, 1

fell into a deep and quiet slumber.
How long I slept 1 know not, but 1

was suddenly wakened by the snorting
and stamping of the horses, and starting
np, became immediately conscious of a
faint bluish light floating in the air di-

rectly over the seat I had so lately occu-

pied.
It resembled no other light I had ever

seen, but seemed to be simply a ball of
bluish or amethyst colored fire, which
circled about through the air with a
queer undulating movement. It im-

parted to me as I looked at it a strange
feeling of dizziness and nausea.

While I sat staring, fascinated by the
mysterious light, I was horrified to hear
a long, low groan, coming seemingly
from the body of the wagon, followed
almost instantly by the sound of my own
name, repeated as distinctly as I had
ever heard it in my life "Joe! Joe!"

With the cold perspiration beginning
to break from every pore I sprang to my
feet, and as I did so the light floated
slowly up to the rafters and disappeared,
while a low, rattling laugh echoed
through the darkness.

All doubts as to the truth of the stories
I had heard about the haunted born were
now pretty fully dismissed. I felt that
I was fairly in for it.

By the feeble glare of my matches,
which only seemed to intensify the dark
ness, I strove to penetrate the wall of
blackness about me, but not a thing
could I see.

My heart was chilled, my blood frozen
in my veins, and I was only prevented
from dashing open the doors and escap-
ing into the more friendly darkness
without by the simp! 3 fact that terror-sh-all

I say it? had rendered me in-

capable of motion.
Do not think it was imagination.

There could be no imagination about a
Bound so distinct. The low, wailing
groan, like that of a man in his death
agony, rose 6lowly on the stillness again,
followed as before by the harsh, devil-
ish, cackling laugh and the words,
"JoeP "Joe!" repeated, as I imagined
in my horror, by my own father's voice.

This time the light did not appear, but
a new terror had been added to the
scene. I fancied I heard a creaking
sound, and straining my ear till my
brain seemed to crack made out, as I
imagined, quite distinctly the sound of
footsteps creeping toward me across tho
bare planking of the floor.

I am honest enough to confess that in
striking another match my hands shook
like those of a man with the palsy.
Again everything was quiet. Nothing
visible except the horses, with heads
thrown back, cowering against each
other.

I was relieved by the reflection that
no material danger at least threatened
me, but a new trouble now overtook me.
1 fpilled my matches on the wet hay.

I sat down now in despair, and as I
leaned my faco upon my hand I could
feel the arteries in my temples throb-
bing like triphammers. I felt that I
could never live through the remainder
cf that awful night and preserve my
reason.

As I preyed my hands upon my throb-
bing temples and vainly strove to miti-
gate with reason the blind violence of
my terror, I suddenly uttered a wild cry of
horror as a long, wet, clammy arm, or
what I took for one in the darkness, was
thrown tightly around my neck with a
cold claup that nearly strangled me.

As I srmgscled desperately, with a
rickening pr nt cf horror, to release my-- pt

from the limy coils of what I
thought mn. be some gigantic reptile,
that same low, mocking, devilish langh
rams cackling through the darkness
aain.

against the side of the bam, and furget-tin- g

aortas, storm, darkness, distance
and everything ele, I rushed from the
infernal place, and with hair ervct and
the chuuor still ringing in my ears, fled,
nor paused to breathe till 1 had cover
the eti tire distance between there sal
home, where I arrived, haggard and bt
spattertd, as the first streaks of the
gray dawn, the white winged angels cf
a glad deliverance, came to met me
from the eact.

Quickly I told my story, with eve;
detail cf touch and coloring possible,
you may be sure, and having succeeded
by the earnestnea8 of my manner in suit-

ably impressing the minds of the entire
family, a circumstance, in view cf tne
character the place already bore, not at
all difficult, I hitched up another horse,
and in company with my father and
younger brother, returned to the scene
cf my late horrible experiences, and the
investigations we there made in refer-
ence to the noises and other phenomena
will I am afraid, only disgust thce im-

aginative minds which are always on
the alert for startling denouements.

The gnawing 6ounds we found had
been produced by the chafing cf the
wagon hub against a loose board in tho
haymow, and every time the animals
reached forward after their fodder tho
movement carried a rusty, guttural,
scraping of the turntable, which simu-
lated the sound, "Joe, Joe," with suffi-

cient nearness to mislead a cooler head
than mine was just at that time.

The demoniac langhter which bad so
horrified me was of equally absurd ori-

gin, being simply the rattling and clat-

tering of a thin, loose clapboard high
up in the gable whenever a gust stronger
than usual struck it. For the light I
could find no explanation other than the
only possible fact that it was simply a
phosphorescent exhalation from a little
swamp near by, one of those luminous
methylic vapors, variously known as

Jack-o'-lanter- n, ignis
fatuus, etc.

The place was infested with rats, and
it was doubtless their scurrying back

nd forth over the floor which sounded
so much like stealthy footsteps either
that or the falling of the large rain-

drops which found their way through
the leaky roof.

There too lay the reptile which had so
nearly strangled me a long, soft strip
of the inner bark of one of the cedar
rafters, which, saturated by the rain,
had fallen across the back of my neck
as I stooped forward, and you can readi-

ly appreciate the sensation such a thing,
unexpected and in total darkness, would
be apt to produce.

While we were making these discover-
ies and remarking how a little daylight
and good common sense will knock the
props from under the best ghost story
ever gotten up, we were all startled by
a sudden rat-tat-t- on the barn door.

My father hastily unfastened it, ex-

pecting of course, to meet one of the
neighbors, or possibly a strolling tramp,
and I noticed a queer expression come
over his face. There was not a eouI
there.

Ho had hardly closed the door, how-
ever, when the sharp rat-tat-t- at was re-

peated, this time considerably prolonged.
Again the door was opened quickly,

and again not a soul was in sight.
There was a little door in the rear of

the bam, and, leaving my father end
brother looking at one another in a some-

what funny manner, I quietly unfas-
tened this, and as the knocking had re-

commenced, slipped quickly around out-

side to the front of the bam, only to see
a large redheaded woodpecker diligent-
ly tapping away on tho door in search of
his breakfast.

We got away from that place with all
the expedition possible, and ever sinco
my skepticism in reference to the vivid
and ornate stories of a similar character,
which wo so frequently hear, is pretty
radically confirmed by the simplo re-

membrance of my own blood curdling
experience that night with tho ghosts.

J. II. Parke in Buffalo News.

XJarklen's Arnica ft at to.
The best salve iu the world for cuts,

bruises, sores, ulcers, salt rheum, fever
sores, tetter, chapped hand, chilblain?,
corns and all skin eruptions, and posi-
tively cures piles, or no pay required.It is guaranteed to give Derfcct satisfac-
tion or money rcfunded. Price '25 cents
per box. For pale by Peck Bro., drug-
gists, ocrner Monroe and Divsion-sts- ,

Do not confuse th famous Rlush of Roses
with tue many worthless paints, powders,cresms and bleaches which are flood!' Rib
market. Get the cenulne of White & White.
75 cents per bottle, and I guarantee It will re
move yonr pimples, freckles, blackhesds.
moth. tan and sunburn, and Hive you a lovely
com p. ex ton.

rcckbara' Croup Remedy curci
whooping cough.

Lily Whit.
The Valley City Milling Company has

no per in the manufacture ot flour.
Try !ho LILY WHITE.

For Over Fifty Years
Mas. Wtysuw' Skvthivo STRtr has been nsel
for children teetlitnjt. It sotha the child,
so! tens the arums, a.lsys all pain, cures wind
colic. sod Is the best remedy far diarrhoea.
Twenty five cents a bottle.

rile! I I lest Itehtwg rilee.
fiTMnox Moisture; intetuo itching

and etingitig: mot at night; worse hy
scratching. If allowed to rrmtinue
tumors form, which oftui I'lrei and
ulcerate, becoming teryaore. watiki
Oixtmext Hops the itching and Meed,
ing. heala ulceration, and in mcti ex?
nnioret the tumors. At drncgit, or
by mail, lor 60 cent. Dr. SwayneA
fcon, Thiladelphia.
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THE GHOST.

11 nther'a farm wa fall eletm
rule, over a loccly ad detterted rocd,
from til littl towa of I) , and al-

most midway between th two points
bore Li tiio old t&&rp firm, deaoUte

vad nut to wrwsi. iupl bwcasue tho
ffWBer, for reMou hertafter to t girtn,
wm force! to content himself frcra yt-a- r

fco ear with th grazing it afforded his
rattle and the few iccar loads of hay
tared from the neglected meadows.

The former proprietor, old Jacob
Sharp, or Lame Ja&e, a he was caore fre-

quently called by reason of an unfortu-
nate physical deformity, known to the
doctors, I be lie t a, ad equino-Tara-s, and
commonly ad clubfoot, had taken a no-

tion a few yean before to hang himself
to a rafter in the old barn, and by that
httle act had completely rained the rep-
utation of one of the best and xnoet fer-

tile holdings in the country.
From whatever eonrce originated,

weird and uncanny itoriea soon began
to circulate respecting the old home-etea- i,

the purport of which were that
poor old Larue Jake, who had been bo

impatient to get out of the world, was
cow equally anxious to get back, but
bavin foolishly disposed of his carnal
covering to gratify the whim of an idle
moment, he was now compelled in re-

visiting thus the glimpses of the moon,
to restrict himself to' such hours and
places as the native modesty of any
proper minded ghost weald be most apt
to an g jest.

Many and marvelous were the legends
which the "auld slashers of the coun-

try, as the Great Antiquary would call
them, were in the habit of relating to
rach juvenile and feminino ears as wera
most readily captivated thereby; and
man and many a night have 1 seen my
tiistor and younger brothers go to bed
with eyes like saucers after an evenings
eeance with one of thesa raconteurs.

But, as the New Light of Asia has it,
that is another story.

Ono tenant of the place had fifty bush-
els of wheat carefully winnowed one
night, old Jake being distinctly seen by
a member of the family, whom the noise
cf the mill had aroused, standing in the
time honored white nightgown and
fturroundod by a bluish halo, industri-
ously turning tho crank; but while he
was congratulating himself that there
visitations promised to be of a Brownie
rather than of a Goblin character the
next night, outrageous to relate, the
winnowed wheat was just as carefully
mixed with an equal quantity of rye
from another bin, the scandalous pro-
ceedings being celebrated with flashings
of light, the moat outlandish racket and
discordant peals of unearthly laughter.

Theae financial losses and annoyances,
while bad enough in their way, might

.till have been struggled against for
some time had not his ghwtship taken
St into his pneumatic head to begin a
wries of domiciliary visita threatening
more directly the unfortunate man's
personal peace and welfare.

A bright glare, emanating from some
particular room, would convey to the
startled inmates the idea that the house
was in flames; and a rush being made
thither the light would disappear in an
Instant, to the accompaniment of loud
itroans and langhter, rattling of fur-
niture and pattering of ghostly footsteps
down the hallways.

Frequently the farmer during sleep,
usually when most worried, would find
himself suddenly and disgracefully fired
out of bed by soma invisible agency;
windows and crockery were smashed,
bells rung at midnight, and on one oc-

casion his wife had the wits nearly
frightened out of her by finding her
lord sleeping ono morning by her tide,
his bands folded on his breast and two
pennies placed in orthodox fa&hion over
bis eyes.

These happenings, the reader will
easily conceive, had the effect of limit-

ing his occupancy of the Sharp messuage
strictly to the period of his lease, and
some three or four others who succeeded
tim ma-l-a equally short stars.

Others complainsd most of the trouble
they had with their cattle. Horyes

stalled tjra about midnight to
raid a most terrLSo uproar, and if not
promptly liberated would invariably
thrash dowa the stable door and be
found next morning huddled together
in the farthest corner of the pasture.
Frequently cue wonkl be found bearing
the marks of the saddle and other evi-

dences of a severe night journey, al-

though in rach instances, in justice to
old Jake, the fact that one of the leys
was courting a squire's daughter in a
neighboring county may have borne
mme relation to the phenomenon.

"Weird lights burning through the
ehinks of the barn sad about the prem-1- a

were so coram en to the neighbors
tliat when the boys and girl happened
to be belated at a dance, a having or
sn aj pie paring they told their parents
they came horn by the light of old
sharp's

1 I am ikI going in this asr of divided
sfcjrts and. k&z distance) tleuhcjirs to
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Carpets
and Curtains
Where shall we

Buy them? That is

the question that the good
home wife asks her worthy
lord and master. His ready ans-

wer is this we will buy whatever wc

need of the Largest Exclusive Carpet '

and Drapery House in the State of Michigan.

SMITH & SANFORD.
68 MONROE ST.
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sad pc lair. Lady Att-n-t wai t: d.

MRS. GRAHAM'S

FACE BLEACH.
Cures the worst er of FreoVles. Sunburn.

FalluwBe. M iQ-i.- t' tit- -. I'!ip!r4&tid i tklu
MemUl.e. l.ii. lUrirleH nd ef-

fective. No sample cux te seat. La lyAeats
tin lt d.
IMfc IltrGJIST In th'stotvn wh first or-

ders s Mil of my t r pratl-n- v.ut have tils
time added to tbU auatrrt MMti-u- i.

ily prej srafoLs r for sale ly Mtiolfsnle
arugiiUts iu Chicago sa l ctery city w?s: of it.

Pb. W. U. Guns. Da. E. J. Qcsk.

Years of Hospital Experience.

And tbey treat successfully, and npon lata
and icieut1tic Principles, the Tdlowi'ig dis-
eases: OpiU n. Mon-htne- . Liquor and Tobacco
habit; Rheumatism. Ncuraluin. a.l dwe.i-- e of
the blood s'd skin; Female Complaints. lAt
Manhood. Dyspepsia. and all Nerousdiseae,no matter hw inu h you have hern tampered
with by ju:t)n. kithouyb ttiey inuy have dis.
cour&zed you tcive us a call and ii t.tyour
aatlsiactlon that there are at least one or two
Ion est sympaihlzinc physicians and that
they will do all and more than they claim.

DRS. GTJ2VIV Sc OXJIVN,
Towers Opera Honss Block, 3d floor.

Booms 39, 40, 41. (Take elevator to rooms.)

Open until S o'clock eyenlnca.

HADE BY TUB

OoGoas DUTCH

PROCESS

in "Treated with Carbonate of Sods, Kignrsia,
Potash or Blcartonata of Soda."

To partially supply tho loss of
natural flavor and color caused

, by this treatment, fragrant gums
and dyes are used.

D- - Pionbv Ringer. Professor rf Sledicioe t
TJniwersitv Col'.ete, London. nd Physician to the
College H'ispiUl. perhaps the irreatest r nfthsti
authority n the action ot flmys. states in hi "Hand-
book ol Therapeuuc" that "the sustained admin-
istration of alkaliei and their carbonates rendrti
blood it i said, poorer in solids and in red corpuse'e.
and impairs the nutrition of the body." Of ammonia,
carbonate of ammonia, and spirits of ammonia, he
says: " These preparation havt many properties
in ccmir.oti with the alkaline, potash, and soda
croup. They posters a strong; alkalinr reaction, are
freely soluble in ater. have a high diffusion-powe-

and dissolve the animal textures. . . . If admin,
istered too Ions-- , they cxcfts catarrh of the stomach
and intestines. r

: For more than 100 Tears the
house of Walter linker C Co.
have made their Cocoa Prepa-
rations A ItSOL VTEL YT UIZE,
using NO l'atent Process,
Alkalies or Dyes.

7. BAKER & CO., Dcrchsstsr, Mass.

rjiiE

Fountain-s- t. Livery,

Hack and Boarding Stables,

Cor, Fountain and lonia-st- :.

II. A.. GREENLEY,
Proprietor.

IUNKAL WEDDING,

Calling and Ooera Orders

A Specialty.

OPEX ALL NIGHT.

LOCKSMITH
,0 T"

A. E. ALBEllTIE, 5S Pearl-s-t
(tuccess. t C. I Parker)

roa
Keys, Scale Repairing, Saw Filing and all

Kinds of Job Work.

WASHBURN
Ctfitart. Manioilsi A Zither
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I LYOM A HEALY. CHICAGO.

mini;

A LOB TON.
KECORD 2:15. No. 7178.

Sired by Alcyone, the best son of the great George WilVes,
and the sire ot McKinlcy, who holds the four-year-o- ld stallion
record, 2:12 1- -2.

Also sire of more horses with records better than 2:20 than
any stallion of his age.

1st, darn Lady Blanche, by Privateer, id, dam Jennie Lind,
by Alexander's Abdallah. 3J, dam Lady Wisner. by Saltrcm,
girc of Highland Maid, the queen of the turf in her day, with
record of 2:27, being the first to lower the 2:30 record.

Aloryon will make the season at one hundred dollars ($100),
at the Boulevards Barn, Grand Rnp.ds. For lurther particulars
call on or address,

G. G. KOBEZSTS,Loclc Box 39.
Telephone 1x50 3 rings, GRAND InAPIDS, MICH.
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IIondqunrtcrA for l'liirtnn. Wootl Carriage Co.

wm 1BPS
A Portrait of Yourself, Wife, Daughter,

Or Hwrethenrt,
This ia the golden opportunity of jour life and is an offer

never before given to the citizens of Grand Knpids.
I'rof. Zano, the celebrated crayon arttpt who 1ms attracted

o much attention on Canal street during the tt wecl. lias
leen retained for the next week to make thec life appearing
portraits for us.

Our PRorosrno is tlmt ti purchase of tis one or more
tottles of German Salts (25 cents a lwttle) and the picture is
given joti free. It requires onlr thrtc miunteH to complete the
work. r-s-T i;RM AN SALTS is an escellent remedy f,r Indi-
gestion, Catarrhal laflammation of the Stomach, lieaf s cf tlie
Liver and Chronic Constipation. Theseexcellrnl Salt nre man
ufacturrd by us and ur guarantee them pure. Any person ?i:f-frin- g

from the rttmve nA?nrl lisfac hotild give thrm a trial.
The cot i ligfit only 2.V e rnt n !ttle.

LATEST
No. 75 Canal Street.

PAUL V. FINCH,
PROPRIETOR.

Io not forxjot llmt we prewenf fr--f wlllt
etrri' ")() cent pn rc!ioo mi elrgnnf jht of our
rft-rv- tl Tooth lnl".NOVELTx


